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P.O. Box 140805   Dallas, TX  75214-0805
September 3, 2007

Attn:  Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission
This letter is to express the need for the denial of the renewal of TABC Licenses BF446009 & Q 446008, belonging to the business owner, Wael F. Fares, at the business location 4420 Worth Street (DBA:  MZ Grocery).  
We, the undersigned, strongly believe that the place or manner in which this applicant conducts his business warrants the refusal of the permit based on the general welfare, health, peace, morals, and safety of the people and on the public sense of decency.  

For years many of us we have witnessed criminal activity, public intoxication, prostitution, trash, aggregated assaults, gang-related activity, drug deals, shootings, and attempted murders at or around the MZ Grocery.  The business has even been charged by the TABC with alcoholic sales to minors.  After repeated 911 and 311 calls with little to no improvement, the community decided our only option to making our neighborhood safer, is through the elimination of the sale of alcohol within the boundaries of our drug-free, alcohol-free school zone.  Because of the repeated dangers this business has on the community and children who attend Zaragoza Elementary School, we feel that this business presents a daily threat to the health, peace, safety and welfare of the neighbors, children, and parents of the community.  

In addition to the dangers this business presents, their licenses were obtained and renewed repeatedly using false factual information on their original and subsequent renewal applications.  Therefore, the licenses should have never been obtained in the first place.  The licensee has also violated TABC code by selling alcohol to minors and allowing alcoholic consumption on the premises.  Finally, the business is in direct violation of a City of Dallas ordinance by selling alcohol within 300 feet of an elementary school.  This licensee does not deserve the privilege of operating this type of a business smack in the middle of a Drug Free Alcohol Free School Zone.  
An official protest was filed and submitted to the TABC by this community on 12/31/2005 to ensure these licenses were not renewed on 2/7/2006.  After over 18  months of waiting patiently, a hearing date has finally been granted and is being held on 9/12/07.

We, the undersigned, firmly believe that these licenses should be revoked immediately and indefinitely for the safety and protection of children and residents in the surrounding vicinity.  These licenses should have never been granted due to the businesses proximity to an elementary school as well as the licensee’s falsification of information on his original application and subsequent renewal applications.  Let us make things right as they should have been made years ago.  Do not allow more alcohol to be sold to minors, more gang and criminal activity to be conducted on or around the site, resulting in the endangerment and safety of the children trying to come and go safely from school.  We believe by eliminating the alcohol being sold on these premises will deter the criminal element from loitering and causing the aforementioned problems at the site.  There is a reason these types of establishments are not allowed to operate near a school.  It is simply a danger to the kids.  
Do not let more time pass.  Revoke these licenses now.
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